xxx Meeting date

[image: image1.png]



Gundaroo Community Association Inc.

c/- Post Office
Gundaroo  NSW  2620
gundaroocommunityassociation@gmail.com

President:  Anne Barwick
Secretary:  Sue Burns
Treasurer:  Moraig McKenna

MEMBERS UPDATE APRIL 2016
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

1
The Annual General Meeting for the 2015-2016 period was held on 4 April 2016 at St Joseph’s Hall Gundaroo. 

As noted in previous correspondence to the membership, an important Agenda item was a Special Resolution to amend the GCA’s Constitution to bring it in line with legislative changes. The main changes included:

· a clarification of membership eligibility, including the requirement that members be financial in order to vote,
· a requirement for committee members to disclose conflicts of interest, 

· the creation of a number of offences with respect to fraudulent behavior and misuse of confidential information by committee members, and

· a provision for the conduct of postal votes. 

The Meeting voted unanimously in favour of the Special Resolution which will be lodged with the Department of Fair Trading for ratification.

2
All committee positions were declared vacant and the following members were elected:

President: Anne Barwick, 
Secretary and Public Officer: Sue Burns, 
Treasurer:  Moraig McKenna, 
Committee members: Sue Evans, Dave Taylor, Chris Dixon, Sue McIntyre and Linda 
Le Mesurier.

3
Our guest speaker this year was Jamie Bush, Project Surveyor, who provided us with information about changes to the Yass Valley Local Environmental Plan 2013 that will enable the sub division of rural lands. This means, among other things, that the average size of all rural lots created will not be less than 40 hectares. For example, if you own 80ha of land that is zoned RU1 or RU2 in the Yass Valley LGA, you will be able to subdivide your land.  Development consent from Yass Valley Council will be required before proceeding with the subdivision. Yass Valley expects the documents for this change will be ready for gazettal in April. More information is available at www.leptracking.planning.nsw.gov.au.

4
Our committee has been talking about the need for a Community Support Network to help locals when experiencing difficult times through e.g. illness etc. We are seeking your views about the extent to which there is a need for such a project and whether there is interest in working on this project. As a start some ideas include developing an information package outlining existing community supports both in Gundaroo and in the surrounding Shires. This could be distributed widely to residents both existing and new as a welcoming initiative.
 A short questionnaire is attached and we ask that you complete it and return by email or leave at the shop in GCA envelopes.
MASTER PLANNING WORKSHOP: 3 APRIL 2016
The first in a series of workshops to plan the future development of Gundaroo was held on Sunday 3 April 2016. Yass Valley Council engaged Sydney based Elton Consultants to take participants through a planning process over three workshops, concluding with a community consultation. 
Close to 30 participants, representing developers and their families and local residents, attended as well as Liz Makin and staff from Council’s Planning and Environmental Services. All residents of Gundaroo were invited and so it was disappointing that there was limited representation from a broader cross section of the community. Many factors contributed to the low numbers and we would appreciate your feedback as to how more residents can be engaged in future workshops. We will forward your comments to the consultants or you can email them at Brendan@elton.com.au.
Many saw the planning process as an opportunity to shape the future sustainable development of Gundaroo as long as the finalized Master Plan is given weight in legislation. The GCA is seeking assurances from Council that this will be the case.
At the first workshop, there was a significant level of consensus about the values and opportunities for the village, and included:

· Restoring and improving the connectivity between key landscapes in and around Gundaroo, 
· Protecting the visual beauty and appeal of Gundaroo, the vegetation, landscape, the sense of arrival and the environment, 

· Retaining and restoring the laneways,
· Maintaining community connectedness and community ownership and management of assets,
· Ensuring an organized and the staged growth of the village, that retains the heritage, the historical grid layout, the space, 30 metre verges, 

· Developing guidelines about the built form to provide certainty, that is enforceable and specifies architectural style.

There were some points of divergence including:

· The protection of surrounding hills from development,
· Village housing density,
· Growth impacts on traffic management, the school, water and the environment,
· The desirability of growth beyond existing village boundaries and the natural boundaries provided by surrounding wager courses,
· The level of growth that would be needed to support new services e.g. supermarket, transport, health services, increased tourism and cafes opening 5-7 days per week and at what cost,
·  The economic and social costs of growth weighed against the risk to the valued aspects of Gundaroo.

The April workshop was the first in a series of three with the next two planned for May and June, and a final community consultation to follow. We have asked the consultant and Council to organize the community consultation, preferably in the evening as a next step rather than at the conclusion of the workshops. We have also asked that we receive earlier notice of the meeting and sufficient information so that everyone understands what is happening and hopefully participate in the next steps.
We are hopeful that the finalized Master Plans can achieve a sustainable future for Gundaroo and surrounds that will maintain its character and enhance the well being of locals. 
SO, PLEASE CONSIDER PARTICIPATING IN THE NEXT WORKSHOPS AND COMMUNITY CONSULTATION.
GCA FUTURE DIRECTIONS  
The new GCA committee had its first meeting on 11 April and discussed ways to improve our engagement with our membership and the wider Gundaroo community. We also want you to tell us what you would like to see the GCA doing in the next few years. We have included a short survey  (mentioned above) in this update and ask you to complete it within the next 2 weeks, return by email or leave a hard copy at the Gundaroo Grocer in the envelopes provided.
We are planning a series of workshops covering topics such as Community Support Programs, improving the environmental and cultural values of Gundaroo, laneways and streetscapes of Gundaroo. We welcome your feedback on these initiatives and interest in being involved. 
Anne Barwick
THE GUNDAROO COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
TO ALL GUNDAROO RESIDENTS
The object of the GCA is to:
“Promote and maintain a balanced and sustainable future for Gundaroo village and surrounds which preserves and enhances its sense of community, rural character and heritage, and natural environment.”

With this in mind, the Committee is seeking your feedback about what you would like the GCA to be doing in the next year.
1
What do you see as the key issues for Gundaroo over the next year?
2
What would you like to see the GCA doing over the next year?

3
How can the GCA improve its connection with its members and the wider GUNDAROO 
community?
4
Is there a need for some form of community support network for Gundaroo?


If yes, would you be interested in helping to explore this need further, and putting 
something in place?   


Name: …………………………………………………………Contact details………………………………..
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